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IMPORTANT DATES
● November 2 – FAFSA Completion Event
● November 9 - ASVAB Testing
● November 11 – No School (Veteran’s Day)
● November 21 - 25 – No School (Thanksgiving Break)
● December 21 - Early Dismissal (End of semester)
● December 22 - Jan 3 - Holiday Break (No School)

FOR SENIORS AND PARENTS: It is extremely important that you verify the spelling of your name in
PowerSchool. For your diploma, the student's name needs to be EXACTLY how it is stated on the Birth
Certificate (no initials for the middle name) it needs to be the FULL NAME, ABSOLUTELY NO NICKNAMES. The
correct name is to be given to Donna Pearson in the Counseling Office no later than December 1, 2022. PLEASE
BE ADVISED: a $25 reprinting fee will be charged for any reprints because of incorrect information.

FAFSA Completion Event
Parents:
We will be hosting a FAFSA completion event on Wednesday, November 2nd at Bellevue West in the College
and Career Center to help families complete their FAFSA.  The event will run from 4-7:00pm.  Additional
information will be sent out via email on how to sign up for a time slot.  There will be a representative here
from EducationQuest to help parents and families complete the application.  Bring your questions, big or
small!
We will be providing either pizza or mini subs and drinks.

TESTING
ACT Test Dates                    Registration Deadline       Late Registration Deadline  
December 10 November 4 November 11
February 11 January 6 February 3
**Register online at www.act.org/bts

http://www.act.org


SAT Test Dates                     Registration Deadline Late Registration Deadline
November 5 October 7 October 25
December 3 November 3 November 22
March 11 February 10 February 28
May 6 April 7 April 25
**Register online at www.sat.org/register
Fee Waivers for Testing
Juniors and Seniors who are on Free/Reduced lunch qualify for a fee waiver for the ACT and SAT Tests.  
Students should see their counselor to get a fee waiver.

On To College ACT Prep for Seniors
Seniors, just a reminder that you still have access to the On To College ACT Test Prep by John Baylor.  You can
use the ACT Refresher Course or any of the other videos and materials to help prepare for the ACT.  If you have
questions about your access credentials to the online program, please email Mr. Schultz.

ASVAB

If you are a junior or senior interested in taking the ASVAB test on November 9, 2022, please see Mr. Schultz in
the College and Career Center to sign up.  Cost of the test is free. You must be signed up by October 30th.
The ASVAB measures developed abilities and helps predict future academic and occupational success.  It can

be used as a tool for career exploration or if you are planning to join a military branch, be used to help

determine military occupation placement.  Students can take the ASVAB and use the Career Exploration

Program WITHOUT being obligated to join the military or be contacted by a recruiter.

MAP Growth Assessment and Edmentum - What are these and how do they impact my child?

MAP Growth Assessment:

● is a test that is given to all 9th and 10th graders in BPS.

● is given to students three times a year, in August, December, and May.

● is a reading test and a math test that each student takes.

● is adaptive to each student’s individual learning level. No two students take the same test.

● is aligned to the Nebraska state content standards for reading and math.

● provides immediate actionable data on our students.

● provides a score using a scale that allows teachers to measure student growth over time. This scale

correlates with a percentile at the grade level to allow teachers to see how students are performing.

Edmentum: is our district’s intervention to be implemented for students struggling with math and reading.  It

is an online software program that personalizes learning for each student according to the details of their most

recent MAP Score.

● Detailed scores from the MAP test are loaded into Edmentum (typically within one month of the testing

window).

● Edmentum software creates an individualized learning pathway, or “Exact Path”, for every student. This

identifies what concepts in reading or math the student is “ready to learn now” and will start students on

lessons that are theoretically within the range of their current math or reading abilities.

● This year, West will use Edmentum with our 9th and 10th grade students identified as performing at or

below the 20th percentile in regards to their MAP scores. These students will work on the personalized

http://www.sat.org/register


learning activities in Edmentum for twenty minutes, three times a week during study hall, resource or

GPS.

AP Exam Information 2022-23
Students enrolled in Advanced Placement classes have the opportunity to earn college credit by taking the
corresponding AP exam in May 2023.  Each exam costs $80.00. Students who qualify for free or reduced price
lunch pay $15.00 per exam.  Although the deadline is passed, students can still order exams by paying a $40.00
late fee per exam.  See Ms. Polk in counseling if you wish to register.

Tutoring Resources through Metro Community College
If you are taking ANY class at Metro Community College, you can use these tutoring services for any class (not
just an MCC Class)! Click link for more information: Metro Tutoring - Math & Writing

SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT
Additional scholarships for freshmen through seniors can be found on the Bellevue West website under
Academics >Scholarships. Parents and students can also contact Kathie Britten, Scholarship Coordinator, with
any questions relating to scholarships at 402-827-5990 or Kathie.britten@bpsne.net.

COLLEGE & CAREER PLANNING
FAFSA now Open!
The 2023-24 FAFSA application is now open! EducationQuest has lots of free resources to help seniors and
their parents prepare for and complete the form.

· FAFSA Tutorial Webinars (October) walk students and parents through the FAFSA form.
· FAFSA Tools help families through the process. They include:

o Financial Aid FAQs answer common questions about financial aid.
o Paying for College Video Series provides a quick overview of the types of colleges,
financial aid, the FAFSA process, and how colleges award aid.

· The WhyFAFSA webpage explains why students should complete the form.
You can also contact EducationQuest for more information on appointments to help complete your FAFSA.
Contact them at 402-391-4033.

Metro Community College Secondary Partnership
The office of Secondary Partnerships at Metropolitan Community College supports early college experiences
for high school students by providing the opportunity to earn college credit while in high school. Students can
take advantage of different programs such as Career Academy, College Now!, Kickstart Online, Concurrent
Enrollment and Gateway to College. Click here for more information on the different programs.
https://www.mccneb.edu/secondarypartnerships Current Nebraska High School students, grades 9 - 12, are
automatically eligible to take credit classes at no tuition cost. Students will be responsible for tools, textbooks,
and any other associated course fees.  Tuition for dual enrolled students will be paid for by federal funding,
directed by the State and CCPE.

Southeast Community College Virtual Program Showcase 
Students can attend as many as they’d like and will learn about SCC's Programs of Study. 
Register Now

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16_4LouEDc7M5vbOrg_znLrAMpGLgYPMU/view?usp=shahttps://drive.google.com/file/d/16_4LouEDc7M5vbOrg_znLrAMpGLgYPMU/view?usp=sharing--%20ring--
mailto:Kathie.britten@bpsne.net
https://quarantine.bpsne.net/fmlurlsvc/?fewReq=:B:JVc9NjIyPSFxOjUpNyFuYzo3Nj03NiF0bmBpZnNydWI6NWNjZTE1MTYzYjZjMmZhYmI0ZTI0ND82ND8yZjVlYTY0MjY/ZmYyPiFzOjYxNDU2MTE2MDMhdm5jOjY/TE1TXkU+NzYwPjY+KjY/TE1TXkVFNzYwPjY+IXVkd3M6amJrbnR0Zilqbmlmb2ZpR2V3dGliKWlicyFkOjM+IW9jazo3&url=https%3a%2f%2feducationquest.us5.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d9f42d8300eb817eafacd6b151%26id%3d789c3c41e8%26e%3d832226e08b
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https://www.southeast.edu/academics/
https://www.southeast.edu/applynow/


Perry Virtual Experience
Free, 2.5-hour, interactive online experience for high school and college-aged students who gender-identify as
female or nonbinary and are interested in pursuing careers in orthopaedic surgery and engineering. Dates and
details for each session can be found at https://perryinitiative.org/calendar/

Boy Scouts Of America
Please check out the link attached! Lots of opportunities for activities and mentorships!
https://mac-bsa.org/programs-activities/exploring/

VOLUNTEER

UNMC Munroe-Meyer Recreational Therapy Program would like to invite you to volunteer!  Our programs
offer student volunteers, ages 13 to 25, hands-on experience with children and youth with developmental
disabilities.  All new volunteers are required to attend training before participating.  For more information on
this volunteer opportunity, training dates (available in December) and application, please see Ms. Moore in the
counseling office.
Red Kettle - Salvation Army
Volunteers are needed during the holiday season to help count red kettle donations on shift times from 10am
to 8pm.  Everyone of any age is welcome to ring at the kettle! We do ask that youth under the age of 16 must
have their parent’s permission to ring and that under the age of 14 will have adult supervision while
volunteering. Most locations welcome children ringing with adults.  For more information & to sign up for a
shift visit. https://www.registertoring.com/

SHARE Omaha has over a hundred volunteer opportunities for students. To find out more, go to
https://shareomaha.org/

UNMC Munroe-Meyer Recreational Therapy Program would like to invite you to volunteer!  Our programs
offer student volunteers, ages 13 to 25, hands-on experience with children and youth with developmental
disabilities.  All new volunteers are required to attend training in December before participating.  For more
information on this volunteer opportunity, training dates and application, please see Ms. Moore in the
counseling office. Program Details

The Open Door Mission has many volunteer opportunities. Go to opendoormission.org/volunteer to check out
how you can become a volunteer and give back to your community.
 
The Omaha Food Bank for the Heartland is grateful for our extraordinary volunteers who donate their time to
help our neighbors in need across Nebraska.
To find out how you or a group can help, Go to volunteerfoodbankheartland.org

Pottawattamie Arts, Culture, & Entertainment (PACE).
We are a non-profit arts and culture organization that runs the Hoff Family Arts & Culture Center.  PACE is
proud to host an awesome volunteer group named the PACE Ambassadors and PACE Junior Ambassadors.
PACE Junior Ambassadors are a group of volunteer youths that are eager and ready to help support the arts.
We are looking to bolster this program by bringing students in to help support arts and culture by ushering
shows, working in our art galleries, helping teach art classes, assisting in administrative tasks, building sets,
helping in our day-to-day operations, running lights and sound in our theater, helping backstage on shows,
help set up art shows, classes, programs, and so much more.

https://quarantine.bpsne.net/fmlurlsvc/?fewReq=:B:JV07MDQyOyd3PDMvMSdoZTwxMDsxMCdyaGZvYHV0c2Q8ZDc3OTE3MWBnOThjMTI5OTEyZTM5MmQxMDIxZWBlZGc2ZWU5MmI5MSd1PDA3Mzg1MTI4NzUncGhlPDA2S0pCaUdOMTEzNDQxLDA2S0pCaUdQMTEzNDQxJ3NicXU8ZW5vb2AvcWRgc3Jub0FjcXJvZC9vZHUnYjw0MydpZW08MQ==&url=https%3a%2f%2fperryinitiative.z2systems.com%2ftrack%2f%2fservlet%2fDisplayLink%3forgId%3dperryinitiative%26emailId%3de1c21d552d675589c25ccafb89e666f8em458562e1c%26%26linkId%3d2790%26targetUrl%3dhttps%3a%2f%2fperryinitiative.org%2fcalendar%2f
https://mac-bsa.org/programs-activities/exploring/
https://www.registertoring.com/
https://shareomaha.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DZFLe3JDFXu7Jy3bjwYZhKsgYHn8mBKH/view?usp=sharing
http://opendoormission.org/volunteer
https://donate.foodbankheartland.org/default.aspx?tsid=9195and
https://quarantine.bpsne.net/fmlurlsvc/?fewReq=:B:JVA0Pzs/NCh4MzwgPihnajM+PzQ+Pyh9Z2lgb3p7fGszbW9rNz5tOj1oazZrPj4/Pz87Om85OjZrNmttNmptbDo4bGs9bG9oOyh6Mz84OD42Ojc9Pj8of2dqMzw5R0Q/a3ZFPjw4OTk/Izw5R0Q/a3ZDPjw4OTk/KHxtfnozY2FiYncgY2FhfGtObH59YGsgYGt6KG0zOzwoZmpiMz4=&url=http%3a%2f%2fpaceartsiowa.org


Students can either visit the PACE Ambassador Volunteer Portal at pace.galaxydigital.com or use our handy
app - CauseConnect!

CHI - Midlands Teen Volunteer Service
Are you looking for volunteer hours? Well, CHI Health Midlands Teen Volunteer Program currently has
openings! To learn more about joining the fun, please visit www.chihealth.com/volunteer-services or email
Terra Smith at terra.smith@commonspirit.org to for more information.

FAMILY RESOURCE

Wellness Counselor available at Bellevue West - Angela Erickson, LIMHP
Is your student having social, emotional, and/or behavioral problems at home or school? Does your

student seem to be sad, angry, worried, or have difficulty following basic rules?  Bellevue Public Schools has
partnered with CRCC, an independent third party agency, to help your student with counseling support. CRCC's
Student Wellness Counselor at Bellevue West is Angela Erickson, a Licensed Independent Mental Health
Practitioner. Her confidential counseling services can help your student put the pieces together to cope with
life’s stressors. Please contact your student's school counselor for more information or to make a referral.
Angela is a licensed independent mental health practitioner (LIMHP) in the state of Nebraska. She earned a
bachelor of science degree in psychology from the University of Utah in 2012, focusing on neurobiology and
development across the lifespan.  In 2016 Angela completed her master of arts in counseling from
Northwestern University, specializing in working with children and adolescents, and trauma informed care.

Since beginning her counseling career in 2015, Angela has gained experience working with a wide range of
patients in the private practice setting. While Angela has a broad and unique experience base as a counselor
for all ages, children to geriatrics, she has a strong interest in working with and advocating for the adolescent
population as they transition through the many emotional and physiological changes that take place during
this time of their lives.

Angela offers supportive, encouraging, and strength based treatment options with a holistic, integrative
approach to client-centered therapy, using traditional psychodynamic and family systems work, cognitive
behavioral techniques, dialectical behavior techniques, and motivational interviewing.  Angela has diversified
experience working with trauma related disorders, complex personality disorders, mood disorders,
schizophrenia, complicated grief, and is trained in EMDR, clinical hypnosis, and is currently training to become
a registered play therapist.

Athletic Schedules can be found at: mhsaaconference.org

2022-23 Athletic Admission Prices:

Varsity Football : $7 Adults, $5 Students

All other Sporting Events: $6 Adults, $4 Students

https://quarantine.bpsne.net/fmlurlsvc/?fewReq=:B:JVA0Pzs/NCh4MzwgPihnajM+PzQ+Pyh9Z2lgb3p7fGszNz5vazo+aDw4bDdqPThvP289OWpraDo/Ojs3OD1qP20/OTtraDo/bSh6Mz84OD42Ojc9Pj8of2dqMzw5R0Q/a3ZFPjw4OTk/Izw5R0Q/a3ZDPjw4OTk/KHxtfnozY2FiYncgY2FhfGtObH59YGsgYGt6KG0zOzwoZmpiMz4=&url=http%3a%2f%2fpace.galaxydigital.com
https://quarantine.bpsne.net/fmlurlsvc/?fewReq=:B:JVA0Pzs/NCh4MzwgPihnajM+PzQ+Pyh9Z2lgb3p7fGszNz5vazo+aDw4bDdqPThvP289OWpraDo/Ojs3OD1qP20/OTtraDo/bSh6Mz84OD42Ojc9Pj8of2dqMzw5R0Q/a3ZFPjw4OTk/Izw5R0Q/a3ZDPjw4OTk/KHxtfnozY2FiYncgY2FhfGtObH59YGsgYGt6KG0zOzwoZmpiMz4=&url=http%3a%2f%2fpace.galaxydigital.com
https://quarantine.bpsne.net/fmlurlsvc/?fewReq=:B:JVA0Pzs/NCh4MzwgPihnajM+PzQ+Pyh9Z2lgb3p7fGszO2xoaDZrPGpsbWw6Om05aD5sNm1sbDY7PDo5N2w5aDtrazk/az9saih6Mz84OD42Ojc9Pj8of2dqMzw5R0Q/a3ZFPjw4OTk/Izw5R0Q/a3ZDPjw4OTk/KHxtfnozY2FiYncgY2FhfGtObH59YGsgYGt6KG0zOzwoZmpiMz4=&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.galaxydigital.com%2ffor-volunteers-your-new-get-connected-volunteer-mobile-app
https://quarantine.bpsne.net/fmlurlsvc/?fewReq=:B:JVQwOz85MCx8NzgkOixjbjc6OzA6Oyx5Y21ka35/eG83Mzw9Ojw7OGg8azwzbGw8PTNoMzk4aT4/Oz9obj89bz9pMzhubzk/Pyx+Nzs8PDs+Pzo+Pzwse2NuNzg9WkM6fzltOjk6Mzw9Jzg9WkM6fzljOjk6Mzw9LHhpen43bmVkZGskem9reHllZEpoenlkbyRkb34saTc5OSxibmY3Og==&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chihealth.com%2fvolunteer-services
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All students with an Activity Card are admitted free into all regular season home games

Winter Sports: Girls Basketball, Boys Basketball, Girls Wrestling, Boys Wrestling, Girls Bowling, Boys Bowling,

Girls and Boys Swimming - Officially begin on Monday, November 14th. - Please contact coaches prior to

tryouts for information.

Parents can access updated grades, attendance, assignments, and the daily bulletin by logging into the
PowerSchool Parent Portal.  If you need assistance logging in, please contact Kathie Britten
at kathie.britten@bpsne.net. 

YEARBOOKS can be ordered online. Visit https://yearbookforever.com/#

Follow Bellevue West on Social Media

Twitter: @TbirdEMPIRE
Facebook: Search “Bellevue West”
Student Publications Department: thethunderbeat.org (includes streaming video, articles & pictures)
District Website: www.bellevuepublicschools.org (under school tab, click on Bellevue West—includes
contact info for teachers)

mailto:kathie.britten@bpsne.net
https://yearbookforever.com/
http://thethunderbeat.org/
http://www.bellevuepublicschools.org

